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Record low snowpack has had a big impact on the water levels in Lane 

County.  In May 2015, Lane County Emergency Manager Linda Cook  

requested an emergency drought declaration from Governor Kate Brown.  

What Can You do to Conserve Water? 

This would allow the Water Resources  

Department to invoke special rules that  apply to 

water rights on the main stem of the Willamette 

River.   On May 22, 2015, that request was  

granted, bringing the total number of counties 

who have declared drought status to 15. 

Although the drought declaration has not  

resulted in any residential use restrictions, it is 

a good reminder that water conservation is  

always a good idea and that fire danger is  

likely to be high in many parts of Lane County 

this summer.   

Outside 

Water your lawn early in the  
morning to reduce evaporation due to 
daytime heat. 

Keep your grass a little longer– taller 
grass requires less water. 

Put sprinklers on timers to avoid  
accidental overwatering. 

Turn off automatic sprinklers on rainy 
days. 

Place mulch in planter beds to help them 
retain water. 

 

Inside 

Use a low volume shower head.   
 Fun Fact:  Traditional shower heads 
 use 2.5 gallons of water per minute 
 (GPM).  Low volume shower heads 
 can  save 10 gallons of water per  
 person for each 10 minute shower 
 compared to traditional shower 
 heads. 

Only run the wash machine or  
dishwasher when the machine is full. 

Replace old toilets with high efficiency 
toilets that uses less water each flush. 

Turn off the water when you are  
brushing your teeth– don’t let it run! 
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We are still in need of children and youth sized 

life jackets in good condition.  Donated life  

jackets can be dropped off at the Life Jacket  

Exchange at Cabela’s during event hours. 

A big thank you to Cabela’s for donating 48 

brand new life jackets for this event! 



Sheriff’s Office Newest K9 Makes His First Capture! 

K9 Jack made his first capture since joining the Sheriff’s Office this 
year!  Jack was previously a military K9 and was deployed to  
Afghanistan.  Jack’s skill set is better suited for law enforcement, so he 
came to live with Deputy Jahn, and is now serving the Lane County  
community. 

Congrats to Jack and Deputy Jahn on all of your  

training and hard work! 
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 In the News……. 

Search and Rescue Papa’s Pizza  

Fundraiser a Huge Success! 

The Lane County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue  
program held a fundraiser at Papa’s Pizza on June 17th.  
Thank you to everyone who came out to enjoy pizza with 
us, and to Papa’s for hosting the event.   
 

The fundraiser made $453, which will go towards buying 
life jackets for this weekend’s 5th Annual Life Jacket  
Exchange (see page 2).   

Victims of McKenzie River Area Burglaries are Reunited with their Property 

In April of 2015, the Lane County Sheriff’s Office received several anonymous tips regarding 
the location of some stolen property as well as persons possibly associated with numerous 
thefts and burglaries. After several weeks of investigation, a large barn was located near the 
Leaburg Fish Hatchery containing a large amount of property. After two separate property 
viewings, a significant amount of items were returned to the owners that had reported thefts 
and burglaries from the McKenzie River area.                   

Two suspects were subsequently arrested for possession of stolen property as well as burglary 
and unlawful possession of methamphetamine. Both have been cooperating with the Sheriff’s 
Office as the investigation is ongoing and more arrests are likely.  

On 06-02-2015, Lane County Sheriff’s Special Response Team (SRT) served a search warrant 
in east Springfield related to a burglary from McKenzie Bridge where jewelry and firearms 
were stolen. A large amount of jewelry and one of the firearms was located.  

The Sheriff’s Office would like to remind citizens as summer is upon us to be cognizant of 
your surroundings. Be sure to secure your doors and windows when leaving or at night to 
minimize people entering your residence.   
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Root Ball Involved in Two Deaths Gets Removed 

A root ball from a fallen tree in the Willamette River up-

stream from Clearwater Landing has been involved in two 

deaths on the river this month.  The Oregon State Marine 

Board recently viewed the area where the root ball was  

located.  The shoreline near the root ball is heavily wooded, 

making removal challenging.  The Oregon State Marine 

Board contracted with Blue Ridge Timber Cutting Inc. in 

Coos Bay and had the root ball removed on June 24th. 

We want everyone to be able to enjoy the river and lakes in  

Lane County.  Here are a few tips to help you play safely! 

 Always wear a life jacket, even if you are a proficient swimmer. 

 Research the area of water you plan to visit so you are aware of any  
hazards. 

 Keep pool toys in the pool.  Most of them are not strong enough to  
withstand impact with rocks, logs, and other items found in our lakes 
and rivers. 

 Use the buddy system, and let someone know where you are going and 
when you plan to return. 

 Boating and alcohol do not mix.  


